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Patterns in Cultural Responses to Technical Claims

Illustrated with Controversies about Cybernetics in France and Soviet Union( 1950—1960)

ZHU Tian - hua
( Institute of Literature Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences Shanghai 200235 China)

Abstract: The dramatic differences and changes in the reception of cybemnetic theory in the 1950s and 1960s show a general pattern in cultural responses

to novel technical claims. Materials from French and Soviet literary periodicals indicate that such cultural response pattern can be divided into three sta—

ges: confronting strategy exemplified by political critique; mitigation constituted of repeated questioning and routine responses; and discourse assimila—

tion made possible through borrowing of technical terms to achieve a reinterpretation of technical claims. As this pattern is reproduced today the impor—

tance of the controversies regarding to cybernetics should be highlighted.

Key words: cultural response; cybernetics; discourse assimilation
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